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Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) Clinical Placement Guidelines
Preceptor Requirements:
FNP students must have a clinical rotation with at least one NP preceptor during their program of study and students may not exclusively precept with MDs/DOs. Also, an active clinical agreement with the preceptors’ employer is required for preceptor approval. The approval process can take up to 90 days for a new contract. APRN preceptors must be board certified and have at least 1 year of experience in their specialty. Refer to the DNP Clinical Handbook for more information.

The following providers can serve as a preceptor in the FNP specialty
· Family Nurse Practitioners (FNPs)
· Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (PNPs) – for pediatric hours only
· Adult Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioners (AGPCNPs)
· Gerontological Nurse Practitioners (GNPs)
· Adult Nurse Practitioners (ANPs)
· Family Practice & Internal Medicine MDs or DOos
· Pediatricians – for pediatric hours only
· Women’s Health Nurse Practitioners (WHNPs) – for women’s health hours only
· Certified Nurse Midwives (CNMs) – for women’s health/OB hours only

The following providers are NOT approved as preceptors in the FNP program:
· Physician Assistants or Physician Associates (PAs)
· Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs)
· Surgeons
· Traditional Chinese Medicine Doctors
· Naturopathic Physicians
· Other disciplines (Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, dieticians, athletic trainers, doulas, chiropractors)
· Friends or Family (by blood or marriage)

Preferred clinical sites:
· Primary care or family practice offices and community health centers
· Rural practice locations that meet the rural health clinical hour requirement (see below)

Potential clinical sites include:
· Internal Medicine
· Urgent Care
· Retail Clinics
· Pediatrician Offices
· Women’s Health Practices
· Long Term Care Practices (Skilled Nurse Facility, Post-Acute Rehab, and Nursing Home)
· Occupational Health
· Home Healthcare and Mobile Health Clinics / Vans
· Specialty Practices (for specialty hours only – see below)





Clinical Hours:
All clinical rotations must be in an outpatient setting. A total of 720 hours are required, with a MINIMUM of 500 direct patient care hours. Clinical rotation hours by semester are as follows:
· Spring Semester	180 hours
· Summer Semester	180 hours
· Fall Semester	360 hours
  
Required Hours:
·  Pediatrics  
· A minimum of 90 clinical hours in pediatrics is required over the course of the entire clinical year

· Rural Health
· Rural health hours are required only for RHPP, ANEW, and RTCP 
· If a site is classified as rural, Medically Underserved Area (MUA), Health Profession Shortage Area (HPSA) or Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC), it meets the rural requirements. See the Rural Health Professions Program  Rural Health Information Hub for more details.

  Optional Clinical Hour Si Sitestes:
· Specialty Sites
· Students may get a maximum of 90 clinical hours in a specialty setting
· Specialty hours are restricted to the Fall semester only
· Specialty sites require approval from the FNP Specialty Coordinator and must relate to your clinical interests within the FNP role
· Urgent Care and Retail Clinic
· A maximum of 90 clinical hours can be in an urgent care or retail clinic setting
· If a student would like to do more than 90 hours, then it will count toward specialty hours
· Women’s Health
· Students are encouraged to complete up to 90 hours in women’s health, especially if they are not getting enough exposure at their primary care sites
· If a student would like to do more than 90 hours, then it will count toward specialty hours
· Rural Health
· Clinical sites in rural areas are highly recommended.
· If a site is classified as rural, Medically Underserved Area (MUA), Health Profession Shortage Area (HPSA) or Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC), it meets the rural requirements. See the Rural Health Professions Program  for more details.
See the Rural Health Information Hub for details.

  Individual Site Requirements:
· Mayo Clinic
· Mayo Clinic in Arizona only accepts students in their final semester (Fall) via application process
· Application information will be sent out by the Clinical Placement Coordinator when available
· All FNP students are eligible to apply, but historically most accepted students have been Mayo Clinic employees
· CVS Minute Clinic
· By application process only. Applications are available several times a year. Information will be sent out by the Clinical Placement Coordinator when available
· Placements are made by a national placement coordinator. Do not contact individual clinics directly 
· The VA
· 
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Additional clinical placement information:

· One Clinical Location for all Clinical Hours
FNP students may stay in a clinical site for all three semesters if:
· The clinical site is a primary care family practice seeing patients across the life span.
· The clinical site is approved by the FNP Specialty Coordinator for one-year clinical placements
· Clinical Sites per Semester
· Spring and Summer: maximum of 2 clinical sites (90 hours each)
· Fall semester: maximum of 3 clinical sites (two sites for 90 hours and one site for 180 hours)
· Having more than one clinical site per semester requires approval from the Clinical Placement Coordinator
  
   Important Caveats to Note
1. Extra clinical hours will not roll over to the next semester
2. You may be placed in a clinical site where you work as a nurse, but not in the same unit or department
3. The Clinical Placement Coordinator and FNP Specialty Coordinator will approve your clinical sites based on your overall clinical experiences to date to ensure you are getting a breadth of experiences to prepare you for the certification exam and clinical practice as an FNP.

Collaborating with the Clinical Placement Coordinator:
Preceptor Information Form
Collaborate with the Clinical Placement Coordinator (CPC) to identify a preceptor that meets all the preceptor requirements. The CPC may ask you to send the potential preceptor the preceptor information link. You can find this link on the College of Nursing (CON) website under Student Resources / DNP Program / Clinical Placements. Let the potential preceptor know that the form only takes 1-2 minutes to complete and it will ask them to upload their CV. An office manager or assistant can complete this form for them.

Contracts
1. If your Clinical Placement Coordinator states that a contract is required, students must submit a Student Request for Contract Form to the Clinical Placement Coordinator.
2. This form is also located on the Clinical Placement page of the CON website. The student needs to complete this form, not the site.
3. Do not leave any items on this form blank and be sure to provide accurate contact information. The contract’s’ office will return this form if it is not complete. It must include the office manager's name & email address.
4. The contract request will be processed once your Clinical Placement Coordinator receives the Preceptor Information Form and the Student Request for Contract Form.
5. Please be aware that a new contract can take 2 – 3 months to be approved.
It is recommended to look for backk -up sites in case  a contract  cannot go through.
Tips for a Successful Clinical Placement Experience

Complio
1. Keep Complio updated.
2. You will be removed from your clinical rotations if you do not maintain compliance with Complio.
3. Enter the dates your immunizations/certifications will expire in your calendar so that this will not stop you from beginning or remaining in your clinical site at any time during the year.

Track Your Placement Status
1. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure all onboarding forms have been submitted to the clinical site.
2. Students must check in with their Clinical Placement Coordinator on the status of any business related to clinical placement in a timely matter.
3. It is preferred that students check in with your Clinical Placement Coordinator on a monthly basis from the start of the program.
Keep Communication Efficient
1. If you plan on working at multiple sites and have multiple preceptors, please include the information below when emailing your coordinator an update.
2. Try to keep the same thread for tracking purposes. Subject line should be the semester (Spring Placement, Summer Placement, Fall Placement).
3. Items to include in your email:
a. Site Name & Specific locations (if there are multiple locations)
b. Preceptor Name & Credentials
c. Number of hours you plan to work
d. Define which semester

Monitor your clinical hours
1. You will have the ability to monitor your hours in EXXAT. Schedule bi-monthly reminders to review your hours to ensure that you are on track to meet your goal.
2. Be proactive; let your Clinical Supervising Faculty (CSF) and your Clinical Placement Coordinator know when you are concerned about your hours as soon as possible.
3. An average of 12-15 hours per week should allow you to meet your goal for the Spring and Summer semesters and 24-30 hours per week for Fall semester. Note that not all hours in clinic will count toward your clinical logs

Tips for Finding A Preceptor
· Professional Networking
· Join your local Nurse Practitioner organization to network with potential preceptors.
· Try the ENP Network for your state
· Reach out to providers who work at your organization. They may respond better to internal employee emails. Just make sure your organization where you work will allow you to be a student there too.
· Paying Preceptors
· Paying preceptors either directly or via a third party is highly discouraged
· The University of Arizona will not pay preceptors directly

image1.png




